ACLM market report 2009: technical summary
Contact lenses in 2009

The size of the United Kingdom contact lens market in 2009 was £198.7 million as reported by the 14 contributing members of the Association of Contact Lens Manufacturers (ACLM).  The market was made up of the sale of over 537 million contact lenses.  Market value comprised daily disposables (57%), soft frequent replacement lenses (12%), silicone hydrogels (23%), soft traditional lenses (2%) and rigid lenses (6%).  The number of people using daily disposable lenses has increased by 6% in the last 12 months with these lenses now worn by 1.4 million people.  In total there are 3.3 million contact lens wearers in the UK which represents 6.8% of the adult population. 

	Parameter
	Lens type
	2008
	2009
	Proportion
	Year-on-year change

	Market value
	Daily disposable
	£ 107,749,379
	£ 114,398,442
	57.6%
	+6%

	 
	Frequent replacement
	£ 26,987,582
	£ 23,484,915
	11.8%
	-13%

	 
	Silicone hydrogel
	£ 44,846,662
	£ 45,320,236
	22.8%
	+1%

	 
	Traditional
	£ 4,875,049
	£ 4,406,509
	2.2%
	-10%

	 
	Rigid
	£ 9,926,409
	£ 11,044,942
	5.6%
	11%

	 
	Overall
	£ 194,385,081
	£ 198,655,044
	 
	+2%

	Number of wearers
	Daily disposable
	1,342,422
	1,420,164
	42.6%
	+6%

	 
	Frequent replacement
	811,774
	617,416
	18.5%
	-24%

	 
	Silicone hydrogel
	925,896
	852,870
	25.6%
	-8%

	 
	Traditional
	120,003
	101,010
	3.0%
	-16%

	 
	Rigid
	324,353
	339,543
	10.2%
	+5%

	 
	Overall
	3,524,448
	3,331,003
	 
	-5%


Table 1: Market value and the number of wearers.

Contact lens wearers 1992-2009

The number of lens wearers has risen from 1.6 million in 1992 to 3.3 million in 2009.

	Year
	Market value
	Number of wearers

	1992
	£ 33,373,617
	1,563,269

	1993
	£ 45,467,478
	1,926,270

	1994
	£ 50,681,645
	2,102,537

	1995
	£ 57,820,346
	2,447,796

	1996
	£ 69,581,783
	2,689,428

	1997
	£ 78,716,968
	2,823,914

	1998
	£ 87,682,437
	2,536,799

	1999
	£ 94,123,096
	2,581,663

	2000
	£ 101,949,988
	2,530,313

	2001
	£ 113,188,188
	2,767,348

	2002
	£ 133,260,777
	2,955,904

	2003
	£ 145,125,488
	2,907,146

	2004
	£ 160,942,838
	3,214,307

	2005
	£ 167,011,243
	3,307,889

	2006
	£ 178,667,418
	3,420,795

	2007
	£ 186,055,737
	3,382,220

	2008
	£ 194,385,081
	3,524,448

	2009
	£ 198,655,044
	3,331,003


Table 2: Market value and number of contact lens wearers 1992-2009.

Definition of lens categories

For the purposes of the ACLM survey, contact lenses are divided into various lens ‘types’:

Daily disposables: 

lenses designed to be worn once per day and discarded daily.

Soft frequent replacement: 
lenses replaced between weekly and monthly, inclusive.

Silicone hydrogels: 

lenses made from silicone-containing new generation materials

Soft traditional: 

other soft lenses not included above

Rigid: 



rigid or hard contact lenses

