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PARIS, APRIL 23, 2009

Today EUROMCONTACT aisbl, the European Association of international manufacturers and national associations of contact lenses and contact lens care products, celebrated its XXth Anniversary.

History

Created on January 16, 1989 as a European federation of national associations from France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Italy, Ireland and the Netherlands, the membership was later extended to Belgium and Spain. EUROMCONTACT then changed its status , to allow direct membership of the international companies, thereby providing a forum for the industry to discus and agree issues of general interest in the contact lens category. In 1995, the association initiated its market statistics program and its “Vision of the Future” program.
Recent achievements

When Helmer Schweizer, the CIBA Vision representative was elected President in 2003, the operational aspect of the Association gradually changed. The Vision of the Future project was continued and two Working Groups were set up, the Regulatory Focus Group and the Statistics Working Group. Thanks to their work, the Board was able to focus on strategy rather than on operations. The Statistics Group has now achieved its objective of presenting robust quarterly statistics. While there always is room for improvement, the EUROMCONTACT annual statistics publication is now a widely recognized information tool. The association  hopes to attract new contributors. The Regulatory Affairs Focus Group chaired by Hilde Viroux of Alcon deals with the many European and national regulatory issues dealing with contact lenses and contact les care products. It has also published a Clinical Evaluation document which will help contact lens manufacturing companies produce the literature references now required by the revised MDD in order to obtain the CE mark. Thanks to the work of Hilde Viroux, EUROMCONTACT is now a fully recognized member of the Commission’s expert working groups and various European medical device trade associations. EUROMCONTACT chairs the European Medical Industries Group since March of this year.
In 2007, the association was registered as an international non-profit association (aisbl) according to Belgian law. This legal statute gave the association solid grounds for its European recognition. At the same time, the members approved a Code of Conduct for interacting with eye care professionals. 
In 2008, a Public Affairs Working Group was set up to develop a strategy to solve two of EUROMCONTACT’s major areas of concern: the regulation of non-corrective lenses as medical devices and the regulation of the distribution of all contact lenses.

Recently, EUROMCONTACT adopted its Vision and Mission statements:

Mission statement
Euromcontact is the European contact lens and lens care industry’s unified voice to authorities and to eye care professionals for the benefit of healthy contact lens wear.  


Vision statement
Contact lenses will be increasingly recommended as a valued choice by eye care professionals and wearers. 

Together with its partners in the European Contact Lens Forum, ECOO (the European Council of Optometry and Optics, ECLSO (the European Contact Lens Society of Ophthalmology), EFCLIN (the European Federation of the Contact Lens Industry) and IACLE (the European representative of the International Association of Contact Lens Educators), EUROMCONTACT launched the CLEER project to collect European data on adverse incidents via a web-based reporting system (www.cleer-project.eu). 
EUROMCONTACT ELECTS NEW PRESIDENT
Today the General Assembly of EUROMCONTACT aisbl elected as its new President for a two-year term Mr. Charles Snelling (ALCON Labs) who succeeds to Mr. Helmer Schweizer (CIBA Vision). Julien Tordjmann, the EFCLIN representative, was elexted to be the new Statutory Secretary of the Association.
Charles Snelling joined ALCON France in 1999 as Logistics Coordinator for specific product range. He then moved on to the Consumer Products Division where he successively held positions in Marketing and Key Account's Management whilst participating to different SYFFOC activities. In 2008, he joined the ALCON EURMEA group as Area Brand Manager for Contact Lens Care Products and is responsible for the coordination of the Regional Marketing and Key Account's activities. 
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